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LGBT 398A: The Queer Child: Homophobic Hauntings and Fabulous Futures 

Fall 2016 

M/W: 2:00-3:15 

PHY 1201 

Instructor: Jessica Ann Vooris 

Department of Women’s Studies 

Woods Hall 

email: jvooris@umd.edu 

Office hours: T/Th 11:30am – 12:30 pm, Mon/Wed by appointment 

Office: Woods 2101E – office telephone 301-405-0836 

 Course Description 

 "But the gay child makes us perceive the queer temporalities haunting all children. For no 
matter how you slice it, the child from the standpoint of "normal" adults is always queer." 
Kathryn Bond Stockton, The Queer Child 

 “Children’s lives are not preparation for life; they are life itself.” Barrie Thorne, Gender Play 

 Why is it threatening to children to have a transgender six-year old girl share a bathroom with 
them? Why do many assume that a feminine boy will be gay, but think that a 7 year old is too 
young to be able to self-identify as a lesbian?  Sexuality and gender identity are usually attached 
to an adult subject, and the idea of a “gay child” during the 20th century was from the 
perspective of an adult looking backwards (Stockton 2011). This belief is changing, however, and 
more children, parents, and professionals are (self) identifying and/or naming children as gay 
and transgender (Ehrensaft 2011; Brill 2008).   

 This course will explore the concept of “the queer child” from an interdisciplinary perspective; 
drawing from trans studies, queer theory, and childhood studies. Understanding identity 
categories as historically contextual, multiple and not-static, is important when considering 
narratives around children’s sexuality and gender.  The ways that we understand particular 
identities such as “gay” or “transgender” and the desirability of each will influence how we 
understand children’s identities and envision their futures.  

 The child often becomes the site for political organizing--as anti-gay marriage activists use the 
argument that children need to be protected from homosexuality, while recently gay marriage 
activists have taken up this rhetoric of family values to argue for marriage as protecting children 
of lgbt parents.  In both cases, the child is presumed to be straight or asexual, and it is the 
queerness of adults that matter. But what of the queer child him/her/hirself?  This course will 
consider the ways in which we can consider children’s autonomy, and also examines how the 
child is implicated within family structures, and theorized in relationship to adults.   

 While the overall objective will be to consider how we think about gender and sexuality as 
pertaining to children in general, the course will pay particular attention to the narratives that 
are attached to gender non-conforming, gender-creative, transgender and (self-identified) gay 
children (aged 12 and under).  
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This course is an upper-level course, intended for students who already have a grounding in lgbt 
studies, feminist theory, and queer theory.  

Course Objectives: 

By the end of the semester students will be able to:  

 give a historical overview of how the child and childhood have been viewed, and define the 
primary contemporary concepts of “the child.” 

 understand queer theory concepts like homonormativity and heteronormativity 
 show an understanding of concepts like gender, sexuality, queer, transgender, gender-

creative, gender-non-conforming. 
 read, write and critically engage with a variety of texts and media forms, analyzing what they 

tell us about children’s gender and sexuality 
 use theory learned in class to analyze several “case-studies” 
 engage in discussion and debate with their classmates in a critical but respectful manner. 

Required Readings 

Please purchase the texts below in print or e-book form, or rent/borrow them. 

Ehrensaft, Diane. The Gender Creative Child: Pathways for Nurturing and Supporting 
Children Who Live Outside Gender Boxes. The Experiment, 2016. ISBN-10: 1615193065 

 Whittington, Hillary. Raising Ryland: Our Story of Parenting a Transgender Child with No 
Strings Attached. William Morrow Paperbacks. 2016. ISBN-10:  0062388886 

Thorne, Barrie. Gender Play. Rutger’s University Press, 1993. ISBN-10: 0813519233 

Additional readings will all be uploaded onto the Canvas Site or found through 
umaryland.worldcat.org. 

How the course will be organized 

We will meet two times a week for a discussion-based class. In order to have a productive 
learning environment students need to come to class having read the material, and be prepared 
to talk and share with others. Creating a community of learning means that we must be 
respectful of each other and create a space where each member of the class feels comfortable 
about sharing their thoughts. This does not mean that we will always agree, and in fact we may 
often disagree with each other, but we must always be open to hearing each other and treating 
each other kindly and with respect. Together we can create a learning community where 
dialogue is encouraged, we understand that mistakes happen, and that communication and 
understanding can be difficult across differences. Learning means taking risks, trying new 
things, playing around, guessing at times, and recognizing that sometimes we won’t get it right 
the first time. 

Communication for the Course 

ELMS/Canvas : You will find course readings, and the syllabus on Canvas (elms.umd.edu). All 
assignments will be uploaded to Canvas unless otherwise specified, and I will use the message 
center to email the class. You can also use Canvas to message me, or email me directly 
at jvooris@umd.edu. 

mailto:jvooris@umd.edu
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Please set your ELMS notifications so that you get an email when I send out any class 
announcements, as I will use these to keep you informed about changes to the syllabus or in the 
case of weather-delays. Also be sure to check your email every few days, and to have the correct 
email listed on testudo.  These are class requirements.   

If you have any difficulties getting access to these resources (email/canvas) come and talk to me 
as soon as possible. To get help go to OIT's Help Desk at the Computer and Space Sciences 
Building, Rm. 1400, or checkout the help desk webpage at: http://www.helpdesk.umd.edu/ 

Email:  Faculty and advisors use email to convey important information, and students are 
responsible for keeping their email address up to date, and must ensure that forwarding to 
another address functions properly. Failure to check email, errors in forwarding, and returned 
email are the responsibility of the student, and do not constitute an excuse for missing 
announcements or deadlines. 

In your emails to me, please be sure to include LGBT 398A, your last name, topic of email in the 
subject line. I receive a lot of email and without adequate subject headings your email may get 
lost in my inbox.  I am not responsible for emails getting lost if they are incorrectly 
labeled.   Also, please make sure that you include a greeting in your email that does not include 
“hey.” You are not writing to a close friend.  Dear Jessica, Dr. Vooris or Good morning/ 
Hello/Good afternoon are more professional and respectful. Signing off with your name is also 
appreciated—especially in an initial email communication. I will attempt to answer all emails 
within 24 hours, although this may not be feasible at particularly busy times of the semester. 
Also note that my email office hours end at 8 pm. If you email me after that time I will respond 
the next day. 

Electronic Policy 

Students are permitted to use laptops or digital devices for notes and reading pdfs, links, etc. 
These can be useful tools for looking up information, googling something referenced in class, 
etc. However, unless the student has a documented accommodation which requires the use of a 
typing device, remember that the use of these devices is a privilege, not a right.  If you are using 
an electronic device for readings and notes, it is your responsibility to show that you are engaged 
in class discussion and are not distracted by IMs, facebook, etc. I reserve the right to ask you to 
put them away if they are disrupting class, and will revise this policy if need be. It may be worth 
noting that recent studies  (Links to an external site.)shows that students learn more when 
taking notes by hand, rather than through electronic means. I would encourage you to print out 
your readings and bring them to class, rather than trying to read them off a computer screen. 

Graded Assignments 

10 % Participation and Attendance 

15% Reading Responses 

20% Personal Reflection Essay 

20 % Research Paper   

25% Group Intervention/Activist Project 

10% Learning Analysis 

 

http://www.helpdesk.umd.edu/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2014/05/to-remember-a-lecture-better-take-notes-by-hand/361478/
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Academic Integrity:  
 
“The student-administered Honor Code and Honor Pledge prohibits students from cheating on 
exams, plagiarizing papers, submitting the same paper for credit in two courses without 
authorization, buying papers, submitting fraudulent documents and forging signatures.” 
(see http://faculty.umd.edu/teach/integrity.html).   

If you are unsure of how to properly cite your information and how to avoid plagiarism please 
refer to online guides on MLA, APA and Chicago Style formatting. I do not have a preference for 
which one you use, but please pick one and use that consistently throughout an assignment. If 
you still need help with citations, please set up an appointment to meet with me.   

Grades: 

A work is excellent, unusually creative and/or analytically striking 
B is fine work of high quality, though not as skilled, ambitious, or carefully presented as A 
C is average or usual work fulfilling the assignment; should not be hasty, or insufficiently 
collaborated  
D work is below average or incomplete; shows many difficulties or cannot follow instructions 
F work is not sufficient to pass; unwillingness to do the work, or so many difficulties unable to 
complete 
 
I will explain in more detail what the expectations are for each assignment in the handouts and 
on canvas.  
 
Grade Scale 
A 94 – 100% A- 90 – 93% 
B+ 87 – 89% B 83 – 86% B- 80 – 82% 
C+ 77 – 79% C 73 – 76% C- 70 – 72% 
D+ 67 – 69% D 63 – 66% D- 60 – 62% 

Graded Assignments 

10% Participation: This is a discussion based course, and your participation is important. You 
are expected to come to class having read and taken notes on the material, and to be ready to 
discuss the material. The success of the class will depend on everyone sharing their ideas and 
perspectives. If you are someone who has a hard time speaking up in class, you may also use my 
office hours as another way to show that you are engaged in the class and with the material.   

If you are not in class, you cannot receive participation points. Likewise, if you are in class, but 
are asleep or otherwise not paying attention, you will not receive participation points. I 
understand that people get sick, family emergencies happen, or you have an unforeseen 
circumstance that prevents your attendance.  You may have one unexcused absence during the 
course of the semester, all others must be discussed ahead of time with me, or be accompanied 
by a doctor’s note. In case of any absence you are responsible for the work that you have missed. 
Check your syllabus and connect up with classmates for notes and any information you need to 
know. 

15 % Reading Responses: Throughout the semester you will be required to turn in 3 reading 
responses. You can decide which reading prompt you choose to complete, but you must submit 
one for the month of September, one for the month of October and one for the month of 
November. These must be uploaded to ELMS. You have the option of completing the assignment 

http://faculty.umd.edu/teach/integrity.html
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in written form, audio/video form, or in a visual/artistic form, as long as it fulfills the 
requirements of the prompt. 

20% Personal Reflection Essay: Drawing from texts that we have read so far on childhood, 
gender, and sexuality, you will pick a moment in your childhood, or in the life of a child that you 
know and analyze it for what it shows about children’s gender and sexuality. 7-8 pages. See more 
assignment details on ELMS. Due October 2nd. 

20% Research Paper: This will be a research paper on a topic of your choice that addresses a 
particular gendered/sexual aspect in the lives of children. For example, this paper might be 
centered on toys, school, family relationships, siblings, cognitive development, sex reveal baby 
showers, sex education, children’s books, or something else that interests you! 5-6 pages. See 
more assignment details on ELMS. Paper October 30th. 

25% Group Project: In groups of 2-4, you will pick a topic, preferably based on one of the 
research topics that you picked, and you will stage an “intervention.” This project will require 
you to create something that will/could directly impact the lives of children, and preferably 
involves children themselves. Presentations the week of Dec. 5th. Final project due December 9th. 

10% Learning Analysis: 2-3 page analysis of what you learned over the course of the 
semester, key concepts/texts, and how it is related to your own childhood, as well as to children 
in your life.  Due December 17th. 

University Absence Policy: 

Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Consistent attendance offers students the most 
effective opportunity to gain command of course concepts and materials. Events that justify an 
excused absence include: religious observances; mandatory military obligation; illness of the 
student or illness of an immediate family member; participation in university activities at the 
request of university authorities; and compelling circumstances beyond the student’s control 
(e.g., death in the family, required court appearance). Absences stemming from work duties 
other than military obligation (e.g., unexpected changes in shift assignments) and traffic/transit 
problems do not typically qualify for excused absence. 

Students claiming an excused absence must notify the course instructor in a timely manner and 
provide appropriate documentation. The notification should be provided either prior to the 
absence or as soon afterwards as possible. In the case of religious observances, athletic events, 
and planned absences known at the beginning of the semester, the student must inform the 
instructor during the schedule adjustment period. All other absences must be reported as soon 
as is practical. The student must provide appropriate documentation (doctor’s note for example) 
of the absence through email or in person in class. 

Emergency Protocols: 

 In the case of delays or cancellations due to weather or another campus emergency I will 
communicate with students through email and ELMS to discuss updated class plans or to post 
alternative assignments online. 

Waitlist Policy: 

 As per university policy, the first 5 students on the waitlist are given access to ELMS. If you are 
on the waitlist, I encourage you to attend class and do the readings, as this will ensure that you 
do not fall behind. Unfortunately, this does NOT guarantee you admittance to the class, and if 
you are not released from the waitlist, you will not be able to continue attending class the rest of 



6 
 

the semester. If you choose not to attend class while on the waitlist and then are admitted, you 
will not be penalized for missing class, but you WILL be responsible for catching up on the 
readings, getting lecture notes from your classmates, and turning in any missing assignments. 

Course Outline 

 *Instructor reserves the right to change course outline at any time, with prior warning. An 
updated syllabus will be maintained on ELMS* 

Week 1: Introduction to the Class 

Reading Prompt Due August 31st: What is your reaction to Kathy Witterick and David 
Stocker’s choice to keep Storm’s sex private? How might society change if babies were not 
assigned a gender at birth? Cite from these news articles, as well as any gender theories you have 
read in previous courses. 

Monday, August 29th: 

            -Read through the syllabus 

            -Michael Kaufman and Michael Kimmel’s “Listening” hand-out 

           - David Chioni Moore’s “How to Read.” (handed out and read in class) 

Wednesday, August 31st: The Genderless Baby 

             -DUE: Info Sheets (on ELMS) 

            --Parents’ Keep Baby’s Gender a Secret  
            --Boy or Girl? It’s a Secret and an International Controversy  
            --Remember Storm?   
            --“Get Your Gender Binary Off My Childhood!”   by Jane Ward 

Recommended: Kathy Witterick’s essay in Chasing Rainbows (ELMS) 

Week 2: Thinking about Children and Childhood 

This week’s readings introduce students to the main concepts from the sociology of childhood 
and childhood studies, and provide students with background knowledge of how children have 
been conceptualized historically. These readings will also address methodological questions 
around studying children and discusses the value of ethnography as a method for gaining 
understanding about how they make meaning about their lives and the world. 

Monday, September 5th: NO CLASS 

Wednesday, September 7th: 

Corsaro: “The Sociology of Childhood” 

“Social Theories of Childhood” 

“Historical Views of Childhood” 

 Chapter 1 of Gender Play 

Week 3:  Gender Theories 

https://www.thestar.com/life/parent/2011/05/21/parents_keep_childs_gender_secret.html
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/americas/05/27/canada.gender.storm/
https://www.thestar.com/life/parent/2013/11/15/remember_storm_we_check_in_on_the_baby_being_raised_genderneutral.html
http://feministpigs.blogspot.com/2012/01/get-your-gender-binary-off-my-childhood.html
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This week’s readings introduce students to theories of gender that discuss gender attribution 
and the idea of performativity. 

Reading Prompt Due September 14th: Choose a location to observe people and take notes 
of gender markings, clothing, behavior that allows you to assume a gender for them. Analyze 
your observations based on the articles that we read this week.        

Monday, September 12th: 

            “Toward a Theory of Gender” Kessler (ELMS)   

            The Gender Book (ELMS) 

 Navigating Masculinity as a Black Trans Man 
 
Wednesday, September 14th:   
             Telling the Boys from the Girls Prezi  (Lecture Notes)  

           "Cissexism" by Julia Serano (ELMS)  

            Eli Clare "Disability and Queerness" (ELMS)  

         optional: Janet Mock, and Dean Spade 

Week 4: Gender Play    

We will continue reading about gender, and studies in particular that have looked at gender 
dynamics among children. 

Reading Journal Prompt: Due Sept 21st: Reflect on your own childhood and the gendered 
nature of your friendships and games. Did you play mostly with friends of the same-sex? What 
were some of your favorite games? Pick a particular memory/incident and analyze it in the style 
Thorne. (If you pick this reading prompt, you will need to pick a different memory for essay #1)   

Monday, September 19th 

            2, 3,4 and 5 of Barrie Thorne’s Gender Play (ELMS)  

Wednesday, September 21st: 

            Gender Play, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Week 5: Protecting Children from Sexuality 

This week’s readings will explore in more depth the idea of childhood innocence and the 
rhetoric of protecting the child.  Readings will look at narratives around sex, sexuality and 
children, lesbian and gay parents’ fight for custody, and the politics of queer marriage. 

Reading Prompt: Due September 28th: Using the readings from this week, discuss how you 
would change the way that we teach sex education to children in K-12 schools, taking into 
consideration questions of the body, consent, and LGBTQ sexualities. This can be written as a 
general reflection, an actual proposal that outlines different steps by grade, or a lesson plan for a 
particular age group. 

 Monday, September 26th: 

“Harmful to Minors” by Judith Levine (ELMS) 

http://everydayfeminism.com/2013/04/i-will-never-straighten-out-my-wrist/
http://prezi.com/_vjbrwczzenj/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/_vjbrwczzenj/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
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"We don't play with our Vulvas at the Table" 
"Why We Don't Force Our Kids to Give Hugs."  

Recommended: Daniel Rivers: “In the Best Interest of the Child” (worldcat) (examines lesbian 
and gay custody cases)  

Wednesday, September 28th:   

            The Queer Child (ELMS) (Prezi )  
            “When Your 7-Year Old Son Announces “I am Gay””  
 
Recommended for Further Reading: How to Raise Your Kids Up Gay. By Eve Sedgewick  

Personal Essay Prompt: Due Sunday, October 2nd by 5 pm. 

Week 6: Psychology: Diagnosing Gender 

This week’s readings look at how transgender/gender non-conforming children have been 
diagnosed with gender identity disorder or gender dysphoria, and will also examine 
alternative narratives created by parents. 

Reading Prompt: How might we think about and “diagnose” gender differently? What are 
alternative ways that we could raise children to understand gender? As usual, make sure to cite 
the readings. Due October 5th. 

Monday: October 3rd  

Class Cancelled. Readings moved to Wednesday. And an online assignment will be assigned to 
make up for this missed class time.  

Wednesday, October 5th: 

                       Karl Byrant: “In Defense of Gay Children” (ELMS)  

                        Zucker “On the "natural History" of Gender Identity Disorder in Children." 

                         Tey Meadows “Deep Down Where the Music Plays” (ELMS) 

By Monday, October 10th:  

                        Read Chapters 1 and 2 from The Gender Creative Child, as well as a chapter of your 
choosing.  

Recommended: Diagnosing Gender by Judith Butler (ELMS), read as much of The Gender 
Creative child as you can.  

Week 7: Parenting Children Outside the Norm   

This week’s readings draw heavily from the personal narratives by parents writing blogs 
about raising their GNC and gay children, supplemented with some articles from psychology 
on the experience of parenting these kids. 

Reading Prompt, Due October 12th: What are some of the commonalities experienced by 
parents of gay, gender-creative and trans children? 

Monday, October 10th:   

          Chapter 1 and 2 of The Gender-Creative Child  

http://becomingsupermommy.blogspot.com/2014/06/sex-positive-parenting-or-we-dont-touch.html
http://www.scarymommy.com/why-we-dont-force-our-kids-to-give-hugs/
http://prezi.com/avcvq3pdv-mz/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/when-your-7-year-old-son-announces-im-gay_b_1277910.html
http://faculty.law.miami.edu/mcoombs/documents/sedgwick_GayKids.pdf
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            Excerpts from Raising Queer Kids: https://raisingqueerkids.wordpress.com/  (Read all 
of the pages listed on the right)  
            Excerpts from Amelia's Huffington Post Blog: Stop Waiting For My Son to Change, It's 
Been an Amazing Year , My Son Doesn't Need to Prove Anything , Open Letter to Parents of Gay 
Kids  

Wednesday, October 12th:   

 Raising My Rainbow: Our Slightly Masculine, Possibly Heterosexual Son, Owning 
It, “Reflections: Raising My Rainbow Turns Two.” , “The New Gender Binary.” ,  “Trust Your 
Mom Gut”  

Jean Malpas: Between pink and blue: a multi-dimensional family approach to gender 
nonconforming children and their families. Family Process 2011 (Worldcat)  

Gendermom videos: Don't Give Up and How to Be a Girl 
 
Week 8: Narratives of Parenting Trans Children 

This week we are reading the memoir “Raising Ryland” and will talk about a family’s 
experience with their trans son, and analyze how this story contributes to narratives around 
gender, tomboyhood, transness, as well as narratives of disability. 

Reading Prompt: Due October 19th How does this narrative of raising a trans boy, a child 
assigned female at birth, differ from parents’ experiences of raising children assigned male at 
birth as seen on the blogs last week? 

Monday, October 17th: 

              Raising Ryland part one (1-150) (first half up to the photo section)  

Wednesday, October 19th: 

          Raising Ryland part two (rest of the book, after the photo section)  

Recommended: Re-read Eli Clare’s disability and queerness article 

Week 9: TV Representations of Trans Children 

Reading Prompt: Due October 26th. Find a television clip on transgender children (5 minutes 
or longer) and use Serano, Mock and Skidmore’s article to analyze it. What common tropes are 
found within the media clip that you found? 

Monday, October 24th: 

 Whipping Girl: “In Lipstick and Heels” (ELMS) by Julia Serano  

 Janet Mock’s essay about “Trapped in the Wrong Body” (link)  

 Emily Skidmore: “Constructing the Good Transsexual” (Worldcat)  

(If you like the Serano chapter I also have added a recommended chapter by her about the 
media obsession with transition and before and after photos)  

Wednesday, October 26th: 

            Two Families Grapple with Sons’ Gender Identity  

https://raisingqueerkids.wordpress.com/ 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/stop-waiting-for-my-gay-son-to-change_b_4304070.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/its-been-an-amazing-year-thank-you_b_1775665.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/its-been-an-amazing-year-thank-you_b_1775665.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/my-son-does-not-need-to-prove-anything_b_1571461.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/open-letter-to-parents-of_b_8052106.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/Amelia/open-letter-to-parents-of_b_8052106.html
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2016/02/21/the-new-gender-binary/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2016/02/21/the-new-gender-binary/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2012/03/22/owning-it/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2012/03/22/owning-it/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2013/01/08/reflections-raising-my-rainbow-turns-two/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2016/02/21/the-new-gender-binary/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2015/10/08/trust-your-mom-gut/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2015/10/08/trust-your-mom-gut/
https://raisingmyrainbow.com/2015/10/08/trust-your-mom-gut/
https://vimeo.com/136647564
http://janetmock.com/2012/07/09/josie-romero-dateline-transgender-trapped-body/
http://www.npr.org/2008/05/07/90247842/two-families-grapple-with-sons-gender-preferences
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ABC’s My Secret Self, (video) 
PBS Frontline: Growing Up Trans  (video)  

Research Paper Due: Sunday, October 30th by 5 pm. 

Week 10: Navigating Schools and The Bathroom Debates 

This week’s readings look at a place that children spend a huge number of hours of their lives: 
school. In particular we will look at difficulties that trans and gender-non-conforming 
children have with the school system and the legal cases that have been fought in the last few 
years. 

Reading Prompt Due November 2nd: Based on the readings this week how might we make 
schools safer for all children? Think about how changes in policy would protect LGBTQ children, 
as well as those who are straight/cisgender, and also consider how you would make these 
changes legible to parents, families, educators and law-makers. 

Monday, October 31st: (See announcement for updated readings. I definitely over-estimated 
what we would read on Monday when I wrote the syllabus!)  

             GLSEN’s Reports 

                C.J Pascoe’s “'Dude, You're a Fag': Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse.” 
(ELMS)  

             Excerpts from GenderMom, “Stealth and Scared” 

            Excerpts from Amelia’s Huffington Post Blog 

            Excerpts from Raising My Rainbow 

Wednesday, November 2nd:   

              Gendermom Podcast. Bathroom Debates Prezi   

Week 11: Looking ahead to Puberty and Hormones 

While the majority of this class focuses on children under 12, and before puberty, in this week 
we will briefly touch on the subject of hormone blockers for pre-teens, and hormones for 
teenagers, looking at some of the medical work of endocrinologists, as well as the social 
implications of using hormones or preventing the use of hormones. 

Reading Prompt: Due November 11th (extended due date so you can use class lecture notes 
as well) What are some of the complex decisions that parents, physicians and children have to 
balance in regards to blockers and hormones? 

Monday, November 7th 

 NO CLASS, use this time to meet with your groups to start planning your intervention. 

Wednesday, November 9th 

Sheila Jeffreys’ “Transgendering Children” (ELMS)  

Rikki Wilchin’s “Transgender Dinosaurs” (online)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJ_BHY5RolA
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/growing-up-trans/
http://prezi.com/mrpv5iuchqrg/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://www.advocate.com/commentary/riki-wilchins/2012/12/06/transgender-dinosaurs-and-rise-genderqueers
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deVries, Cohen-Kettenis, et al "Young adult psychological outcome after puberty 
suppression and gender reassignment." (WORLDCAT)  

Week 12: Just a Boy/Just a Girl, and 4th Wave Now 

As more and more children and youth are coming out as transgender, we are seeing 
increasing concern about whether they are being unduly influenced, or whether they are truly 
old enough to know their gender. This week we will look at the blog 4th Wave Now, whose 
author is a mom who is against youth transitioning, and we will also consider the implications 
for children who are transitioning at 3, 4 and 5, as memory is just forming. 

Reading Prompt Due November 14th: Compare 4th Wave Now’s understanding of gender 
(and childhood) with one of the author’s that we have read in class so far. Or, using these 
authors, construct a response/comment to 4th Wave to help her understand the experiences of 
trans children and the decisions that parents make around transitioning? 

Monday, November 14th: 

             4th Wave Now: 

"Parents Keep Listening to Your Gut" (please make sure to read all of the comments on 
this post).  
The Surgical Suite  (comments recommended)  

Wednesday, November 16th:   

          Chapter 9, Diane Ehrensaft, Gender-Creative Child  

          Prezi: Just a Boy/Just a Girl and Pro-Con Debate Questions 

Week 13: LGBT Adults and Childhood 

Kathryn Bond Stockton says that the idea of a gay child may “prick a tenderness” in LGBTQ 
adults, and this week we will think about LGBTQ adults connections to their own childhoods, 
as well as their connections to LGBTQ Youth today. 

Reading Prompt: Due November 21st Thinking back to our readings on protecting children 
from LGBTQ adults, how have things changed? How can LGBTQ adults help parents of LGTQ 
children? And what might be the limits of using the experiences of LGBTQ adults to understand 
the lives of LGBTQ children today? 

Monday, November 21st: 

  Visit by Vanessa Ford, mom of a 5 year old trans kid.  

            Born Gay, Born This Way Blog 

            Mia McKenzie’s letter to queer kids 

            The It Gets Better Project 

Wednesday, November 23rd: No Class for Thanksgiving   

Week 14: Fictional Representations of Trans/Gender-Creative Kids 

https://4thwavenow.com/2015/12/04/parents-keep-listening-to-your-gut-not-the-gender-therapist/
https://4thwavenow.com/2016/01/25/the-surgical-suite-modern-day-closet-for-todays-teen-lesbian/
http://prezi.com/blgv3h5gfu4n/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
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 One place that children learn from is children’s books. We will be watching some movies about 
gender non-conforming children, as well as reading children’s books and discussing the 
narratives found within. 

Reading Prompt Due December 1st: Choose a movie or children’s book and analyze it for 
what it teaches children/the viewer about childhood and children’s gender. Or, for a more 
creative response, create your own children’s story/movie story-board/comic. (extended 
deadline so you have a chance to use books from Wed. as a guide). (This will still count as a Nov. 
response) 

 Monday, November 28th 

 Tomboy (movie, under Module tab), "Embodying Gender Non-Conformity in "Girls"" 
(ELMS file)  

Recommended: Ma Vie en Rose (movie under Modules)  

 Wednesday, November 30th 

             In Class: Read and discuss a series of children’s books (I will provide the books for 
discussion)  

 Week 15: Group Presentations 

 Here is your chance to present to your classmates about your final group project! Explain the 
topic of interest, what you found in your research, and present your intervention! 

 Monday, December 5th 

             Group Presentations 

 Wednesday, December 7th 

             Group Presentations 

 Group Projects/Intervention Due on December 9th 

 Week 16: 

 Monday, December 12th 

 Class wrap-up. Final discussions. 

 Final Exam: Learning Analysis due through ELMS at 3:30 pm. Saturday, December 17th 

 

 

 


